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Remarks 


This amendment is in response to the Office Action dated March 21, 2003. Claims 1-25 
have been canceled without prejudice. New claims 26-52 have been added. Reexamination and 
reconsideration are respectfully requested. 

Applicant has canceled claims 1-25 without prejudice to further prosecute these claims at 
a later time. Applicant has added new claims 26-52. Support for the claims may be found 
throughout the specification, the Figures and in the original claims. It is believed that no new 
matter has been entered. Examples of certain features recited in some of the claims are found in 
the specification as follows. Fig. 3 illustrates an example of an embodiment including an upper 
level wiring layer having first and second sub-layers. Applicant further notes that Fig. 8 
illustrates an example of an embodiment including plugs formed in a staggered manner. 
Applicant respectfully submits that the Examiner's citations to the art as discussed in the Office 
Action dated March 21, 2003 do not describe or suggest the claimed subject matter. 

Applicant further notes that the Examiner's comments in the Office Action are deemed 
moot at this time in view of this response. 

Applicant respectfully submits that claims 26-52 are in patentable form. Reexamination 
and reconsideration are respectfully requested. If, for any reason, the application is not in 
condition for allowance, the Examiner is requested to telephone the undersigned to discuss the 
steps necessary to place the application into condition for allowance. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 



Dated: June 23, 2003 


Reg. No. 39,809 

KONRAD RAYNES VICTOR & MANN, LLP 
315 South Beverly Drive, Suite 210 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212 
Customer No. 24033 


(310) 556-7983 (tele general) 
(310) 871-8448 (tele direct) 
(310) 556-7984 (facsimile) 
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